White Bear Lake Area YMCA Aquatic Center

Mariner Parent Meeting

January 10, 2012
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

There were 12 parents in attendance in addition to Andrea Letourneau and Jenny Peterson- committee co-chairs and Shelly Suchomel, Head Coach

1. USA Swimming
Coach Shelly presented on USA Swimming.  The Mariners are in the process of finalizing their USA Swimming status as a club team.  There are plusses and minuses to the USA Swimming program.  The meets are big and can be very time consuming.  However, it’s a new level of competition for our swimmers and it exposes them to a higher level of competition.  It helps with the transition from the YMCA swim team program to the high school swim team experience as well.  Parents feel it can be very intense but also a positive experience.
In order to compete, swimmers must be a USA member.  We will be competing in a January, February and March meet (note:  January meet has been scratched due to it being full).    USA meets are focused on 50 yard and longer events so it’s not for everybody.  
There is an additional fee to compete in USA meets.  It will vary with the meet- some meets have a set fee and some have a “splash fee” or fee for each event a swimmer participates in.  Swimmers who are interested should talk to Coach Shelly.
2. Officials Training
There is an Officials Level 1 training on Friday, February 10th.  This training is appropriate for any beginner who is interested.
On Saturday, February 11th there will be a an Officials Level 2 training.  This training is for individuals who have previously taken level 1 training and have been involved in 8 or more meets.
Please let Robin know if you are interested in either training.

3. Brainerd Meet
Brainerd doesn’t have the best viewing for swim meets and parents are not allowed on the pool deck.  Be ready- it’s an early start!
Don’t forget the cancellation fee for the hotel if your plans have changed.

It was expressed that the early start times for the out of town meets was “horrible” and should be changed.  The chairs explained that we do not have control of the out of town meet times.  Frustration was also expressed that the home meets weren’t a bit earlier so that less of the day was taken up.  The home meets are held as early as possible but there are other programs offered by the WBA Y that need to be accommodated.
4. Noodles Fundraiser
The pasta dinner before the January 21st home meet will be held at Noodles & Co. in Maplewood again.  This dinner will be somewhat different- 25% of the proceeds between 4-8pm will be donated to the Mariner swim team IF the purchaser shows the Noodles flier or mentions the Mariner swim team.    All families are encouraged to attend AND spread the word to family and friends.  Anybody can help as long as they mention the Mariner swim team.
5.  Sections and State 101

Please be sure to read over the January newsletter with information on Sections and State.  All swimmers who have participated in three YMCA meets are eligible to compete in Sections.  However, State eligibility is time based.
6.  End of Season Banquet

The end of season banquet will be held on Sunday, February 19th.  There was discussion that this would be difficult for some families who might be out of town for President’s Day.  However, it was the only weekend after the State swim meet and it was felt that it was important for Coach Shelly to be there.
There are several options for location- Jimmy’s in Vandais Heights, the gym here at the Y or possibly the South H.S. cafeteria.  The challenge with the gym is we need to rent tables and chairs which can be expensive and requires parent help in set-up and tear down.
Jimmy’s can offer a pasta bar, taco bar or sloppy joe bar for basically the same price as last year.  They’d also be willing to set-up a bar outside the room for the adults.

Jimmy’s seemed the best solution if price could be basically the same as last year.  Parents in attendance were excited about the Jimmy’s idea and loved the low work aspect.  Robin will work on arranging and verifying from a budget standpoint that we can keep the price relatively similar to last year.
