We have EXCITING news!!

White Bear Area YMCA Mariner Swim team

 will soon be joining USA swimming as a chartered team.
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What does this mean?
It means that if you CHOOSE you may become a member of USA Swimming and swim in USA meets in addition to our YMCA meets.  You do not have to join USA swimming to continue swimming with YMCA Mariner swim team. However, if you would like to compete in USA meets you now have that option.

What if the benefit of becoming USA in addition to YMCA?

There are many benefits to competing both with the YMCA and USA. Here are just a few:

· YMCA competitions are a great team experience and represent many of the values we think are important for our swimmers to have- sportsmanship, respect, teamwork, caring, etc.

· USA competitions offer many events not normally available in a swimmers age group. These events also have more entries because meets are bigger. This means there is a higher level of competition for those who want it.

· High school swimmers will have the opportunity to compete against more of their high school opponents during the off-season.

· Colleges look at the SWIMS database kept by USA swimming when recruiting swimmers.

· USA championships are after our State meet and before Regions so it gives us some competitions during that 6 week period of our season.

When are the meets?
The first meet we will be attending is on December 18 and 19 in St. Cloud. Other dates of potential meets are the Sundays of our January meets; February 5 and 6; Saturday February 19, February 26 and 17, March 4 and 5.

Championship meets are March 11 and 12 for 12 and under swimmers and March 17 and 18 for 13 and older swimmers.

What is the difference between USA meets and YMCA meets?

· USA meets are two day meets with 12 and under in the morning and 13 and over in the afternoon. You need not compete in both days of the meet, but there is a limit to the number events you can swim in one day (usually 4).

· Swimmers compete against only kids with similar times. C, B, A, Champ, Zone are all different times.

· There is always a meet fee to swim in each USA meet.

Will swimming USA effect my ability to swim the State YMCA meet or Regional meets?
No, YMCA swimming is in favor of us becoming a dual team.  If you swim for both the Mariners and USA Swimming there will be no impact on your eligibility to compete in both programs.  Once we get our team charter we can swim relays for both types of meets. 

What want to swim YMCA only? Do I have to still join USA?

No, you only have to join USA swimming if you wish to compete in these meets. We are not expecting everyone on the team to participate in the USA meets, however anyone who is interested may participate.

How much are the meet fees?
It depends on the meet. Some have a flat fee and some have fee based on how many “splashes” you have. A splash is each race you enter. Normally fees will be from $2.50 / splash to a set fee of $35 for the entire meet.

How do I register for meets?

We will be making up new meet entry forms for USA meets. Complete these just like you would for regular meets and turn in. Fees will have to be attached to the entry form. Separate meet info forms will given to those who have signed up to be a part of USA swimming.

Are the Mariners a recognized USA team now?

No, we do not yet have our charter. We need to finish completing the paperwork and pay the fees and we will be given a USA charter. This should happen in the beginning of 2011. 

How will swimmers be recognized if the team is not yet approved as a USA team?

All swimmers will register as unattached swimmers. All entries will still go through our Hy-Tek team manager database. Once we become a chartered team all unattached Mariner swimmers will be changed over to WBAY Mariner swimmers as a recognized USA team.

What do I have to do to join USA swimming?

· Complete the USA athlete registration form.  

· Write a check out to “MSI” (Minnesota Swimming, Inc.)

· Turn in that form and check to a coach.

How do I sign up for the St. Cloud meet?

Complete and return the USA membership form and check. 

Meet information will be posted on the bulletin board.

 More information and entry forms will be handed out on Thursday, December 2nd.

Any other questions please feel free to ask Coach Shelly.

marinerswimteam@yahoo.com
651-260-9084

